
Why I love my neighborhood? I love my neighborhood because we do

stuff together. When some one is in trouble everybody tries to pitch

in and help. At the end of the year when all the kids pass a grade we

have a block party. My Mom says we have the best neighborhood

ever. I think that too. It is just like a T.V. show where you see

everybody helping out, but it’s real life. My favorite part is when all the

kids come in to help the grown-ups with chores. We have Grown-Up Appreciation

Day. This year instead of us helping the grown-ups, we pretended we were the grown-

ups and grown-ups were kids, so we were doing a flip thing. I love my neighborhood.

It is one big happy family because you know not everyone is like this, but surpris-

ingly we are. So. I would like to say thank you Sarfan Drive. You made this an experi-

ence I don’t want to forget. Thank you very much I appreciate it. That is why I love

my neighborhood.

10 year-old resident of Colonial Acres
Grand Prize Winner Essay Contest
“Why I Love My Neighborhood”
Aberdeen Elementary After-School Program

“I love my neighborhood
because when I am outside

playing, my neighbors
always look out for my
brother, sister, and I.

I remember one time when 
I was learning how to ride 
a two wheeler and I fell 

and a person ran into their
house and got me some ice.”

— 10 year-old resident 
of Northampton

“If you ever stop by 
my neighborhood 

you will want to stay
there for the rest 

of your life.
You will enjoy it 

and you will go crazy
and do things that 

you couldn’t imagine.”

— 8 year-old resident
of Langley Square

“I love my 
neighborhood 

because we have a 
lot of kids to play 

with that are 
all colors, sizes,

and ages.
We play together and 
I am never bored.”

— 9 year-old resident
of Hampton Commons
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As you surely have come to understand if
you are reading this newsletter,
Hampton gets behind its neighbor-
hoods in a big way. In May, we do this

with an annual event that we call
Neighborhood Month. This event first

started as just a Neighborhood Week. Its
purpose was to “get the word out” about the
Hampton Neighborhood Initiative. Over the
years, it expanded to be an entire month and its
focus shifted from a promotion of the initiative
to a promotion of Hampton neighborhoods. 

During Neighborhood Month, we encourage
all neighborhood-serving organizations to do
something to bring neighbors together and to
celebrate what they love about their neighbor-
hood. The emphasis on celebrating is in part
an attempt to get hard working neighborhood
organizations to focus on their successes and
to have some fun. But it is also about building
community spirit through celebrations.

Last year a civic activist questioned why city
government would support these neighbor-
hood events with matching grants. “Do you
think that is a good use of public funds?” was
his query. I responded that both research and

our experiences indicate that celebrating is a
form of “community building” and that people
who feel a sense of involvement, ownership
and pride in their neighborhoods are people
who are more likely to stay and take care of
those neighborhoods. So, yes, there is a very
clear public purpose in promoting and
supporting neighborhood celebrations. 

A few weeks later, his neighborhood held a
wonderful celebration and he was an active
participant. From the retelling it was clear that
he had experienced a new level of involvement
and pride in his neighborhood. And he was
kind enough to tell me the next time we
crossed paths, what a very good use of public
funds he decided his neighborhood festival was. 

Neighborhood work is a difficult messy
business much of the time. But during
Neighborhood Month, I hope that every
Hampton neighborhood takes the time to
celebrate. It’s a great way to invest in commu-
nity building and have some fun in the process.
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DIRECTOR’S
NOTE Why Celebrate Neighborhoods? By Joan Kennedy

The Grand Opening of Buckroe Playground was held on Saturday, April 5th. 
The project has just been nominated as a finalist for the 2003 Neighborhoods USA
“Neighborhood of the Year” award. FO
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ecently a letter written to the Dear Abby
column was passed around our office that

not only moved me but spoke to the essence of
what a neighborhood should and could be.

A mother-in-law of a 39 year old man who
had died unexpectedly wrote in to share her
experience of what can happen when a neigh-
borhood is truly connected and supportive.
She lived in another state, hundreds of miles
away, and was extremely comforted knowing
her daughter and grandchildren were not
alone until she could get there. 

On the night her son-in-law died, neighbors
took care of her 3 grandchildren, all under age
8, while others accompanied her daughter to
the hospital. The neighbors waited with her
daughter throughout the night. The next day
some neighbors took their own children out of
school to play with her grandchildren. Some
took off from work to comfort and care for her
daughter. They even made a schedule of who
would provide meals.

More than 15 families in the neighborhood
helped in small yet important details. In the
coffee room of the funeral home, neighbors
arranged for babysitters, toys, food and bever-
ages for the many children in attendance.
Several neighbors opened their houses to 
out-of-town visitors. To top it off, the family
living next door moved out of their home 
to provide extra room for family members
attending the funeral. Even months later the
neighbors are taking her grandchildren on
outings, checking on her daughter and
bringing meals on occasion.

She had never seen a neighborhood with so
much warmth and caring. Her hope was to
share this experience with as many people as
possible so that they too would make an effort
to participate in their neighborhood and be of
service to others. In a day and age where most
neighbors barely know each other, this true
story is inspiring. We hope it inspires you too.

R
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Hampton is the first city in
Virginia to build a centralized
customer call center for citizens. 
Customer advocates answer
questions about city services 
and take requests for service 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Just dial 3-1-1 or 727-8311.

Neighbors Come to Rescue 
of Grieving Family By Tammy Flynn

REGISTERED
NEIGHBORHOOD
ORGANIZATIONS:

Aberdeen Gardens 
Historic & Civic Association

Buckroe Civic Association

Elizabeth Lake Estates 
Civic Association 

Farmington Civic Association

Fox Hill Athletic Association

Fox Hill Historical Society

Grandview Island 
Improvement League 

Newtown Improvement 
& Civic Club

Northampton Civic League

Olde Hampton 
Community Association

Olde Wythe 
Neighborhood Association

Old North Hampton 
Community Organization

Pasture Point 
Neighborhood Association

Powhatan Park 
Neighborhood Watch

Phoebus Civic Association

Rosalee Gardens 
Neighborhood Association

Sussex at Hampton Neighborhood
Association

Tyler/Seldendale Community
Improvement Task Force

Wythe-Phenix
Improvement Association

Wythe Coalition

There is no litter or trash around my home, including my yard, the curb or alley. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TRUE / FALSE

I mow my lawn regularly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TRUE / FALSE

My neighbors can safely walk on my sidewalk, 
because there are no holes in the concrete and the bushes are trimmed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TRUE / FALSE

I always put my trash container away at the end of trash collection day. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TRUE / FALSE

My car is parked in my driveway, garage, or on the street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TRUE / FALSE

The gutters and downspouts on my house are securely attached. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TRUE / FALSE

The shingles on my house and garage cover my roof completely. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TRUE / FALSE

I always repair any broken window as soon as I can. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TRUE / FALSE

The doors to my home are securely attached. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TRUE / FALSE

While it may not be perfect, the paint on my house looks pretty good. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TRUE / FALSE

I store my gas grill safely. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TRUE / FALSE

An emergency squad can find my home to help me or my family because my address is clearly marked. . TRUE / FALSE

Hampton citizens paint their homes, mow their lawns, 
take out the trash, watch out for their neighbors, and care
about the look and feel of their entire neighborhood. They
take pride in their streets. Our neighborhoods are the heart of
Hampton and we expect them to be safe, clean, and free from
blight. That’s what being a good neighbor is all about.

We are asking each and every neighbor to do their part.
Whether you own your home, rent it, or are a landlord, take a

look around. Does your home add to the unique character of
your neighborhood? Can you lend a hand to a neighbor? By
working together, we can significantly improve our homes and
positively impact the value of Hampton as a whole.

QuizQuizNeighborhood Pride

Take the
Neighborhood

Pride Quiz 
to find out 

if your home 
is safe 

and well 
maintained.



Olde Hampton Yard Sale/Raffle for Grant
Park Improvement Cleanup Community sale;
raffling off sports items; clean up street by street;
378 W. Lincoln St., 12 p.m., 722-2447 

Women’s Ministry & Missionettes 
Walk-A-Thon Gather at Cornerstone
Assembly to join in the fun! 7 a.m. 826-4322

Tyler/Seldendale Cleanups will take place
on May 1-3 on every street in the

Tyler/Seldendale boundaries. 9 a.m. 722-6212

Hampton History Museum Grand Opening Downtown
Hampton, 10 a.m.

Historic Neighborhood Tour Go back in time on our
Trolley through historic Hampton neighborhoods in conjunc-
tion with the Grand Opening of the Hampton History
Museum on Saturday, May 3rd . Citizens from Olde
Wythe, Newtown, Aberdeen, Buckroe, and Fox Hill will
narrate tours through their neighborhoods and share their
history and first-hand knowledge. The tour is complimen-
tary, seating is limited and admission to the museum is
included. 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. To order a ticket or for
more information, please call 727-6460. 

Bark Park Grand Opening The City of Hampton is going
to the dogs! A new standard of living will be created for
the dogs of Hampton. Celebrate the grand opening of the
City’s first dog park. Come to Buckroe Beach Park and
enjoy the sun, sand, surf, wide-open spaces, and leash-
free fun. Owners must bring proof of vaccinations, city
dog tag, and a great attitude! 11a.m. Call 727-8314 for
more information.

Great Hampton Shoreline Cleanup Our creeks and rivers
are home to crabs, egrets, oysters and a diverse commu-
nity of wildlife. While we spruce up our neighborhood,
let’s not forget they depend on us to keep their world pollu-
tion free. 9 a.m. Call 727-6325 to get involved in this &
other Hampton watershed restoration programs.

Park Place Clean Up and lunch afterwards. Games for
children and adults. Park Place Playground area. 12:30 p.m.

Pets In The Park The Parks and Recreation Department is
sponsoring Pets in the Park at Gosnold’s Hope
Park. This event is coordinated with the Langley
Kennel Club, Inc. and will include all breed
competition, eye clinic, tattoo clinic, and micro
chip clinic. Registration is 8–10 a.m.,

727-8314 or 850-5179.

Multicultural Festival This event brings the
neighborhood together to appreciate and
learn about other cultures. Burbank
Elementary School, 10 a.m., 838-8940. 

Fox Hill Parade Come enjoy Fox Hill’s
annual parade! Beach Road, 10 a.m., 851-7414

Fox Hill Fair Day Browse through arts and crafts and
enjoy food and games for children. Asbury Elementary
School, 11 a.m., 850-8368

Colonial Acres Spring Fling* Games and activities for
children, 36 Sarfan Dr., 1-4 p.m., 851-4821

Northampton Community Picnic* 
A picnic and discussion about the 
neighborhoods and the Northampton Civic
League, Northampton Community Center, 
5 p.m., 838-2330

Youth Block Party Carnival atmosphere with vendors,
displays of organizations and companies within the community
and displays by Hampton Police & Fire and Rescue Units.,
Northampton Community Center, 5 p.m., 838-2330

Ground Breaking of Hampton Convention Center
The ground breaking of the Crossroads
project. There will be a public signing of 
a sail that will be displayed on a wall in
the new building, Ground Breaking site
near the Coliseum, virtual tour of the new 
conference center, RSVP 722-1222

“Afrikan Kingz and Queenz”*The musical
is followed by a community festival; North
Phoebus Community Center, 249 W Chamberlin Dr., 
5–8 p.m., 727-1160

H.E.L.P. Yard Sale May 16-17, Proceeds to benefit
H.E.L.P., 9 a.m.–2 p.m., 329 Old Buckroe Rd.

MayFest at Sandy Bottom Nature Park
Enjoy this environmental fair filled with
exhibits, food, arts and crafts for children
and adults, Sandy Bottom Nature Park, 
9 a.m.–3 p.m., 825-4605.

Project Dialogue Dialogues on various topics and stories
of historical value and ethnic diversity, Machen Elementary
School, 5 p.m., 224-1199 or 224-1166

Original Senior Production Senior adults will perform 
an original production, Hampton Senior Center, 
3501 Kecoughtan Rd, 2 p.m., 727-1602 
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Salina Street Pancake Breakfast* Good
nutrition, fun, and entertainment and form
partnerships with others in the community,

Tyler Elementary School,
9 a.m., 723-8772 

Buckroe Beach Blast*
A festival involving a wide
variety of community

members and organizations
to celebrate and promote

Neighborhood Month, Buckroe Beach
Park, 10 a.m., 827-3127 or 851-7069

Buckroe Fun Run Games, activities and
informational displays will be set up for
participants, 8 a.m., 851-3372

Moton Spring Carnival* Games, activi-
ties and informational displays will be set
up for participants, Moton Elementary
School, 10 a.m., 727-1061 or 247-6758

Grand Opening for the Neighborhood
Resource Center* The facility, operated
by Beacon At The Crossroads, will also
offer space for Olde Hampton
Neighborhood, 113 North Back River
Road, 10 a.m., 723-6630

Wythe-Phenix Community Festival*
Encourage residents of all ages in the
Wythe area to unite and participate in
games, activities and other entertainment,
Boys & Girls Club of Greater Hampton
Roads, 12:30 p.m., 722-4847

A Festival of Hymns 
This concert features signifi-
cant hymn writers from the
4th-21st Century and will
be presented by five

churches on Todds Lane as a benefit for
H.E.L.P., 722-4847, 4 p.m., First United
Church of Christ, 826-7560

Official Historic Marker Dedication
Celebration of the installation of the
Historic Marker of the Little England
Chapel, 2 p.m., 380-3980 or 722-9396

Community Unity Festival* Games,
Food, Yard Sales, Rides, Good Shepherd
Baptist Church, 3311 Shell Rd., 1 p.m.,
723.8905

Senior Awareness Day
There will be a fashion
show, line dancing, 
chair exercises, health and
wellness checks, educa-

tional/informational exhibits and much

more, Coliseum Mall, 10 a.m.,
727-1978 or 926-2507

Neighborhoods USA Conference 
Send-Off* Over 40 neighborhood
leaders are attending the Neighborhoods
USA Conference in Chattanooga,
Tennessee where Buckroe will compete
for “National Neighborhood of the Year
2003,” Coliseum Central Business
Improvement District will sponsor break-
fast catered by Mediks Market, 5 a.m.,
City Hall, 727-6460

“Runaways”, ROPE
Theater Company*
A musical theater produc-
tion; shows May 23-25;
Syms Middle School, 

851-1586

Aberdeen Gardens 
5th Annual Health

Fair Aberdeen
Elementary,

10 a.m.–3 p.m., 826-9174

Aberdeen Gardens 
5th Annual Health Fair
Aberdeen Elementary, 
10 a.m.-3 p.m.,
826-9174

Riverdale Water Safety/
Neighborhood Carnival
Learn about water safety in a 
festive atmosphere. Games for kids,
water safety demos, 810 Charlton Drive-
Riverdale Recreation Area,
10 a.m., 871-9898 

“Heart Improvement”* Community
fitness and fun with our own residents
and adjacent neighborhoods, Elizabeth
Lake Commons Area Club Run, 12 p.m.,
851-1587

Old Northampton Community Unity Day*
A day of fun promoting unity, fellowship
and celebration of accomplishments and
civic pride, Y.H. Thomas Park,11 a.m.,
727-1200 or 723-5656 

Powhatan Park May
Family Fun Festival*
The Recreation Association
is hosting a festival at the

Briar-Queen Pool, 12 p.m., 827-8380

Tidemill/Machen Arts 
& Crafts Sale Browse
through arts and crafts,
and enjoy entertainment
and food, Machen

Elementary School, 8 a.m., 766-2478

New Hope Counseling Center Social
A festive event to bring businesses and
communities together. Talk about how to
cope with stress in our families, commu-
nity, and jobs, 1300 block of N. King
Street, 11 a.m., 723-5600 or 224-2897

Carybrook Neighborhood Cookout*
Bring the neighborhood together for a
day of unity and fun for families,1 p.m.,
Gosnold’s Hope Park, 850-1771

Enter the Neighborhood Strike Zone*
Children will enjoy bowling, lunch and
Bubbles the Clown, Century Lanes 
1519 E. Pembroke Avenue, 12 p.m.,
851-4821

Phoebus Community Festival
Entertainment for all ages and opportuni-
ties to get to know neighbors, Old
Phoebus School, 12 p.m., 727-0808 

Blackbeard Festival Popular among
families with young children,
Children’s activities, games, 

storytelling, and pirate school,
Mill Point Park, 9 a.m.,
727-0808

Newtown Day in the
Park* A fun day for kids

and adults—games, food,
entertainment, and clowns,

Little England Chapel, 
12 p.m., 727-1540

The Heart of Hampton Begins in 
Olde Wythe Senior Citizen Center, 
1 p.m., 441-5300 or 727-0056

Six House Open House Enjoy a carnival
and cookout at the Open House, 
Six House, 2003 Kecoughtan Rd.,
10 a.m., 244-5027
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*Neighborhood Commission Neighborhood Month Matching Grant funded.
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he Neighborhood
Leadership College

pilot program began on
Saturday, March 29th to
provide a concentrated
level of training and
technical assistance to neighbor-
hood leaders and involved citizens.
The Neighborhood Leadership College 
was designed to be an interactive learning
experience to strengthen leadership skills 
and organizational capacity to build and
sustain viable neighborhood organizations. 

Level One of the Neighborhood College
provides an overview of Hampton City
government and how it works. The
Neighborhood Leadership College provides

advanced skills-based
training focusing on bringing

committed neighborhood
leaders together from across
the City to increase their

knowledge, resources, and skills
to effectively engage in neighbor-
hood work. 

The Neighborhood Leadership
College is open to graduates of
Neighborhood College Level One

who are in leadership roles and actively
engaged in a neighborhood organization.

If you would like more information or are
interested in registering for the next session
please call Sheila Williams at 727-6460.

Neighborhood College Reaches New Heights
HAMPTON PILOTS THE NEIGHBORHOOD LEADERSHIP COLLEGE
By Tammy Flynn

T
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HAMPTON
E-NEWS:
An easy way to stay in touch with
how your city tax dollars are at
work in your community. Go to
www.hampton.gov to sign up for
your free subscription.

CONTACT US:
Neighborhood Link
City of Hampton
22 Lincoln Street, 5th floor
Hampton, VA 23669

Phone. . . . . . . . 757-727-6460
Fax . . . . . . . . . 757-727-6074
Web . . . . . . . . . Hampton.gov/

neighborhoods
E-mail . . . . tflynn@hampton.gov

THE HAMPTON 
NEIGHBORHOOD
COMMISSION
meets the 2nd Monday of each
month at the Kenneth Wallace
Neighborhood Resource Center. 6 p.m.

YOU ARE INVITED TO…

The Great American Neighborhood Clean-Up 
his is every Hampton resident’s opportu-
nity to give their neighborhood some

tender, loving care. 
Residents, neighborhood associations, civic

groups, schools, businesses, and govern-
ment agencies are invited to imple-

ment a neighborhood cleanup
or beautification project on

May 3. The Hampton
Parks and Recreation
Department is providing
twenty grants of $100
each to participating
groups on a first-come,
first-served basis. 

To receive funding for
your neighborhood’s

beautification project, you
must submit your plans in

writing to the Hampton Clean City
Commission by mail (22 Lincoln Street,

Hampton 23669), fax (727-8313), or e-mail
(hccc@hampton.gov ) no later than April 18.

The planned beautification site must be on
public property. Instructions for picking up
plant materials will be provided to applicants.

The Hampton Clean City Commission will
provide support for cleanup projects. Litter
sticks, safety vests, and work gloves will be
loaned and trash bags provided to cleanup
volunteers. Cleanups must be registered with
the Commission by April 18, by phone 
(727-6394) or e-mail (hccc@hampton.gov). 

The following organizations have signed up
thus far: Elizabeth Lake Walkers, Junior
Women’s Club, HELP & STOP, Downtown
Hampton Kiwanis, LAFB, Lockheed Martin,
Malvern Civic Association, Northampton 
Church of Christ, Olde Wythe Neighborhood
Association, Machen Elementary, Lindsay 
Middle School, Hampton Shores, Mallory
Elementary School, N. King Street Improvement
Council, United Club, Purple Cross Nurses, 
Tyler-Seldendale Community Improvement Task
Force, Powhatan Park Neighborhood Watch,
Forest Elementary Ecology Club

T

To get involved in the Great
Hampton Shoreline Cleanup 

call 727-6325



sually we feature an individual as the
“Neighborhood Star”, but since this

issue of the Neighborhood Link is devoted to
Neighborhood Month, we thought it fitting to
recognize two events that embody the spirit
of Neighborhood Month, the
Fox Hill Parade and Fair. 

The first Fox Hill
Parade took place in May
of 1998. Rhet Tignor, 
a member of the
Neighborhood Commission 
at the time, talked to some
neighbors about how great it
would be to have a parade
in their neighborhood
during Neighborhood Month. He loves parades
and many people mentioned how much they
missed the May Pole Celebrations and festivals
they used to enjoy. Rhet then invited represen-
tatives from groups in the area such as Clark
Cemetery Association, Fox Hill Athletic
Association and the Asbury Elementary PTA to
his home to plan the first Fox Hill Parade. This
tradition continues today with planning for the
parade starting in January and by April flyers
and parade entry applications are circulating
throughout the community. There are approxi-
mately 35 entries with more coming in each
year. Approximately 15-20 volunteers help out
on the day of the parade.

The first Fox Hill Fair Day took place in
May of 2000 and has become a complementary
event to the Parade. Neighbors talked about
how they wished they could have an event
following the parade that would encourage
people to stay and spend time with neighbors.
So, Marjorie Ballard and a few friends and
neighbors set out to plan the first Fox Hill Fair
Day. This year, the Francis Asbury PTA is
sponsoring and organizing the Fair Day. 

The Fox Hill Parade and Fox Hill Fair Day
go hand in hand. Children on bicycles, antique
fire trucks, a high school band and cheer-
leaders in the Fox Hill Parade help to create a

small-town atmosphere that we
don’t often see today.
Homemade arts and crafts,
historical artifacts, food and
games for children at the Fox

Hill Fair Day evoke feelings of
nostalgia in spectators and
participants. When these

events are experienced together,
the joy and enthusiasm of folks there is conta-
gious! Neighbors like Ann Perry host “porch
parties” where 10 friends gather on her front
porch to enjoy refreshments, the company of
neighbors, and watch the parade together.
After the parade, they all walk down to Asbury
Elementary School to enjoy the Fair.

This year the Fox Hill Parade and Fair Day
will take place on Saturday, May 10, 2003. The
parade will begin at 10 a.m. at Fox Hill Central
United Methodist Church and end at Hall
Road. The Fair Day will commence immedi-
ately after the parade. If you would like to
participate in the parade or just need more
information please contact Lori Soderholm at
851-7414. If you would like information on
how to participate in the Fair Day please
contact Barbara Good at 850-8368.

The Fox Hill Parade and Fair Day
continue to grow year after year but still
maintain a hometown feel. These events
bring long-time and new neighbors together
to meet and get to know each other. So, Fox
Hill Parade and Fox Hill Fair Day, we salute
you and the dedication you show by bringing
your neighbors together during the month of
May and pronounce you both “Neighborhood
Month Stars”. Thank you for your efforts to
outreach to your community!
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Hampton Neighborhood Initiative
22 Lincoln Street, 5th floor
Hampton, VA 23669

hampton.gov/neighborhoods
(757) 727-6460 • fax: (757) 727-6074
email: neighbor@hampton.gov

“
”

PRESORTED STANDARD
U S  P O S T A G E
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If I don’t get to heaven
just leave me in

Aberdeen!
Claude Vann, Jr., 

Aberdeen Resident

LOVE MY NEIGHBORHOOD.
You know what it is? It’s the inviting

front porches and talking with neighbors over
the back fence. It’s loaning stuff and having it
returned with an apple pie. It’s looking out for
each other—kids, pets, property and trusting
that you can call on folks for help. It’s putting a
busy neighbor’s trash can out to save them
time and knowing your mail carrier’s name. It’s
hundreds of homes strung with
lights in winter and lawns
blooming with color in summer.
It’s knowing people and being
known to them. Or hearing an
old family’s story, rooted in a
sense of place, and believing
you’re just writing another
chapter in it. (We have a huge
whispering pine planted by a
previous homeowner when it was

a little Christmas tree. I mulch and trim it and
protect it from being cut down.) When you
love your neighborhood as I do, you feel like
home is more than just a house; it’s part of
something bigger, something connected to
humanity at large. There’s a sense of putting
down roots, belonging in a place, and you take
it with you wherever you go. A candlelight
vigil after September 11th brought it all home

for me. Neighbors came from all
directions and cultures to a
landscaped traffic circle to pray
and sing and be together. I was so
proud when someone thought to
ask if we could include a Muslim
prayer. My neighborhood is a
small corner of the world. I live
there by chance. I stay there
because it has a claim on me.

— Anonymous

Does This Sound Like Your Neighborhood?

REGISTER NOW! 
We are now accepting applications
for the fall session. Limited space
available. We are also offering
neighborhood organizations an
opportunity to sponsor sessions
in their neighborhood. 

Call Sheila Williams at 727-6460
for more details.
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